


About the IB: For nearly 50 years, the IB has built a reputation for high-quality, challenging programmes of education that develop internation-
ally minded young people who are well prepared for the challenges of life in the 21st century and are able to contribute to creating a better, 
more peaceful world.

III. Assessment model
There are four assessment objectives for the DP global politics course. 
Having followed the course at higher level (HL), students will be expect-
ed to meet the following objectives.
Assessment objective 1: Knowledge and understanding

•	 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key political 
concepts and contemporary issues in global politics.

•	 Demonstrate understanding of relevant source material.
•	 Demonstrate understanding of a political issue in a particular 
experiential situation.

•	 Demonstrate in-depth knowledge and understanding of political 
issues in two detailed case studies.

Assessment objective 2: Application and analysis
•	 Apply knowledge of key political concepts to analyse 
contemporary political issues in a variety of contexts.

•	 Identify and analyse relevant material and supporting examples.
•	 Use political concepts and examples to formulate, present and 
sustain an argument.

•	 Apply knowledge of global politics to inform and analyse 
experiential learning about a political issue.

•	 Apply knowledge of global politics to analyse political issues in 
two case studies.

Assessment objective 3: Synthesis and evaluation
•	 Compare, contrast, synthesize and evaluate evidence from 
sources and background knowledge.

•	 Compare, contrast, synthesize and evaluate a variety of 
perspectives and approaches to global politics, and evaluate 
political beliefs, biases and prejudices, and their origin.

•	 Synthesize and evaluate results of experiential learning and more 
theoretical perspectives on a political issue.

•	 Demonstrate synthesis and evaluation of different approaches to, 
and interpretations of, political issues in two case studies.

Assessment objective 4: Use and application of appropriate skills
•	 Produce well-structured written material that uses appropriate 
terminology.

•	 Organize material into a clear, logical, coherent and relevant 
response.

•	 Demonstrate evidence of research skills, organization and 
referencing.

•	 Present ideas orally with clarity.

Assessment at a glance
Type of  
assessment

Format of 
assessment

Time 
(hours)

Weighting 
of final 
grade (%)

External 4 60

Paper 1 Stimulus-based paper on a 
topic from one of the four 
core units

1.25 20

Paper 2 Extended response paper 
based on the four core units

2.75 40

Internal

Engagement 
activity

A written report (2,000-word 
maximum) on a political 
issue explored through en-
gagement and research.

20 20

HL exten-
sion: global 
political 
challenges

Two video-recorded oral 
presentations (10-minute 
maximum each) of two case 
studies chosen from two dif-
ferent HL extension topics.

90 20

IV. Sample questions
Paper 1

•	 According to the stimulus material, what are three advantages of 
NGOs over other actors in global politics?

•	 Explain the term “civil society”, using both the information in the 
sources and examples you have studied.

Paper 2
•	 “A national or regional approach to human rights enforcement is 
more effective than a global approach.” Discuss.

•	 Evaluate the claim that humanitarian intervention is a justifiable 
intrusion into the sovereignty of a state. 
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