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II. Curriculum model overview
The DP chemistry course promotes concept-based teaching and learning to foster critical thinking.

The DP chemistry course is built on:

• approaches to learning

• nature of science

• skills in the study of chemistry.

These three pillars support a broad and balanced experimental programme. As students progress through 
the course, they become familiar with traditional experimentation techniques, as well as the application 
of technology. These opportunities help them to develop their investigative skills and evaluate the 
impact of error and uncertainty in scienti�c inquiry. The scienti�c investigation then places a speci�c 
emphasis on inquiry-based skills and the formal communication of scienti�c knowledge. Finally, the 
collaborative sciences project extends the development of scienti�c communication in a collaborative 
and interdisciplinary context, allowing students to work together beyond the con�nes of chemistry.
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Reactivity 3. What are the mechanisms of chemical change?

Reactivity 3.1—Proton transfer reactions

Reactivity 3.2—Electron transfer reactions

Reactivity 3.3—Electron sharing reactions

Reactivity 3.4—Electron-pair sharing reactions

24 45

Experimental programme 40 60

Practical work

Collaborative sciences project

Scienti�c investigation

20
10
10

40
10
10

Skills in the study of chemistry
The skills and techniques students must experience through the course are encompassed within the 
tools. These support the application and development of the inquiry process in the delivery of the 
chemistry course.

Tools

• Experimental techniques

• Technology

• Mathematics

Inquiry process

• Exploring and designing

• Collecting and processing data

• Concluding and evaluating



About the IB: For over 50 years, the IB has built a reputation for high-quality, challenging programmes of education 
that develop internationally minded young people who are well prepared for the challenges of life in the 21st 
century and are able to contribute to creating a better, more peaceful world.

For further information on the IB Diploma Programme, visit: www.ibo.org/en/ dp.
Complete subject guides can be accessed through the programme resource centre or purchased through the  
IB store: https://www.follettibstore.com. 
For more on how the DP prepares students for success at university, visit: www.ibo.org/en/university-admission .

Assessment objective 3

Analyse, evaluate, and synthesize:

• experimental procedures

• primary and secondary data

• trends, patterns and predictions.

Assessment objective 4

Demonstrate the application of skills necessary to carry out insightful and ethical investigations.

Assessment at a glance

Type of assessment Format of assessment

Time (hours) Weighting 
of �nal 
grade SL HL

External 3 4.5 80

Paper 1 Paper 1A: Multiple-choice questions

