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I. General

Article 1: Scope
1.1 The International Baccalaureate Organization (hereinafter, together with its affiliated entities, the 

“IB”) is a foundation that has developed and offers four programmes of international education: the 
Primary Years Programme (“PYP”), the Middle Years Programme (“MYP”), the Diploma Programme 
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2.6 Schools are responsible for ensuring that candidates comply with all assessment requirements for 
the DP. If candidates do not comply with these requirements, then no grade will be awarded in the 
subject(s)/element(s) concerned.

2.7 To qualify for the award of the IB Diploma a candidate must follow the course of study and undertake 
assessment for the DP at a school authorized to offer the DP or via an IB-approved online course 
provider. In addition to subject requirements, the IB Diploma has three further requirements 
(collectively known as the “core”): an extended essay and theory of knowledge, which are both 
assessed, as well as creativity, activity, service (hereinafter “CAS”), a programme of activities that must 
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Article 4: Equal opportunities statement
4.1 It is the practice of the IB to make its programmes available to all students from IB World Schools. No 

student will be excluded by the IB on the grounds of race, nationality or national origin, ethnicity, 
culture, gender, age, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, political beliefs, disability or any other 
personal characteristic as prohibited by law. Schools must implement their duties under these rules in 
a manner that enables this practice to be upheld.

4.2 It is the practice of the IB to make its assessment available to all candidates from IB World Schools 
who have fulfilled the school’s and the IB’s academic requirements and paid the required fees to 
register for an IB examination session. No candidate will be excluded by the IB on the grounds of race, 
nationality or national origin, ethnicity, culture, gender, age, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, 
political beliefs, disability or any other personal characteristic as prohibited by law. Schools must 
implement their duties under these rules in a manner that enables this practice to be upheld. The IB 
will make all reasonable efforts and/or accommodations, or as may otherwise be required by law, to 
enable candidates to participate in its assessments.

Article 5: Recognition of the IB Diploma
The IB actively promotes wide recognition and acceptance of the IB Diploma as a basis for the exit of 
secondary/high school education and/or entry to courses at universities and other institutions of higher/
further education, but the requirements of individual institutions and the relevant authorities of a country 
are beyond the IB’s control and subject to change. The IB, therefore, does not guarantee recognition of the 
IB Diploma or DP Course Results, and does not accept responsibility for the consequences of any change in 
recognition practice by a university or other institution or relevant authorities in a country. Consequently, 
candidates and legal guardians bear the sole responsibility for verifying the entry requirements of the 
universities and other institutions of higher/further education to which they are interested in applying.

Article 6: Property and copyright in materials produced by 
candidates
6.1 Candidates produce materials in a variety of forms that are submitted to the IB as part of the 

assessment requirements. These assessment materials (hereinafter “materials”) include all forms of 
written work, audio and visual materials, computer programs and data and, in certain cases, may 
contain images or voices of the candidates.

6.2 
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II. The Diploma Programme

Article 8: Content and requirements of the IB Diploma
8.1 Candidates for the IB Diploma must satisfy assessment requirements in six subjects and the core. All 

higher level subjects, the core and at least one standard level subject must be taught over the two 
years of the programme. Should circumstances demand it, up to two standard level subjects may be 
taught during the first year and assessed at the end of that first year as anticipated subjects. It is also 
permissible, should circumstances require it, to teach one standard level subject during the first year 
and one standard level subject during the second year, with assessment requirements met at the end 
of each corresponding year. Language ab initio and pilot subjects must always be taught throughout 
the two years of the programme.

8.2 The six subjects must be selected from six groups as described in the relevant handbook for the 
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8.10 An interdisciplinary subject meets the requirements of two groups through a single subject. In accordance 
with article 8.4, a further subject must then be chosen to meet the requirement of six subjects for the  
IB Diploma. The additional subject may be chosen from any group, including one already covered by the 
interdisciplinary subject. An interdisciplinary subject can contribute to the award of a Bilingual IB Diploma.

8.11 A school-based syllabus (hereinafter “SBS”) may be designed by a school according to its own 
needs and teaching resources and is developed in consultation with and approved by the IB. An 
SBS may only be offered at standard level. Only schools that have already entered candidates for 
two DP examination sessions may offer an SBS. The syllabuses have to be approved by the IB before 
teaching can commence and are subject to periodic review. Subject to the appropriate group criteria 
being satisfied, an SBS may be authorized as an alternative to a subject in groups 2, 3 4 or 6. In such 
circumstances, an individual candidate may use the subject to fulfill the requirements of one group, 
but not two. No candidate may be registered for more than one SBS, or for an SBS and a pilot subject 
for the IB Diploma. An SBS cannot contribute to the award of a Bilingual IB Diploma.

8.12 If the conditions of entry into an institution of higher/further education require an IB Diploma 
Candidate to have completed subjects different from that specified in the current handbook, a 
candidate may be allowed to make a reasonable substitution on presentation of appropriate university 
admissions documentary evidence to the IB by the DP coordinator at the candidate’s school. This is 
referred to as a “non-regular” diploma and the combination of subjects must be authorized by the IB.

Article 9: Diploma Programme Course Candidates
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10.3 The same response language must be used for all components of a subject. However, if a subject is 
being retaken and the desired response language is not available in the target session for the subject 
concerned, internal assessment can be carried over from a previous session resulting in more than one 
response language for the same subject.

III. Assessment

Article 11: Candidate registration
11.1 Candidate registration is an application by a candidate to take DP assessments. The registration 

process is conducted using the IB information system (IBIS), a secure web-based service used by  
DP coordinators. Registration must be undertaken by the school’s DP coordinator. No other method 
is available to register candidates. Candidates cannot register themselves for an examination session 
or make amendments to an existing registration. This cannot be done on their behalf by their legal 
guardian(s) either.

11.2 A candidate for the IB Diploma or DP Course Results must be registered by a school for each intended 
examination session and must take the requisite courses and assessments at that school. The school 
must complete the registration requirements on behalf of the candidate and pay the related fees 
by the relevant deadlines. It is the sole responsibility of the school to ensure that candidates are 
registered correctly for an examination session.

11.3 A school may accept an external candidate from another IB World School authorized to offer the DP if 
the school the candidate normally attends does not offer a particular IB subject. However, all academic 
and administrative responsibility for that candidate will remain with the school that has registered or 
will register that candidate for a DP examination session. The candidate must not be registered by 
both schools, unless advised to do so by the IB. Similarly, in the case of a retake candidate, the school 
at which he or she is registered must accept all academic and administrative responsibility for that 
candidate and cannot be delegated elsewhere. Candidates taking online courses with an IB-approved 
online provider are subject to the conditions specified in the current handbook.

11.4 The following categories of registration are available.

a. Anticipated: for candidates intending to complete the requirements for one or two standard 
level subjects (excluding languages ab initio and pilot subjects) at the end of their first year of 
the DP

b. Diploma: for candidates intending to complete the requirements for the award of an IB Diploma

c. Course: for candidates taking one or more subjects and/or core requirements who are not 
seeking the award of the IB Diploma

d. Retake: for previous IB Diploma Candidates who are seeking to improve on their results

11.5 If an IB Diploma Candidate retakes a subject to improve his or her results, the highest grade for the 
subject/core requirement will contribute to the award of the IB Diploma. Similarly, if an anticipated 
candidate retakes a subject in his or her IB Diploma session, the highest grade will normally contribute 
to the award of the IB Diploma.

Article 12: Grades
Performance in each subject is graded on a scale of 7 points (maximum) down to 1 point (minimum). 
Performance in theory of knowledge and the extended essay are each graded on a scale of A (maximum) to 
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Article 13: Award of the IB Diploma
13.1 All assessment components for each of the six subjects and the additional Diploma requirements 

must be completed in order to qualify for the award of the IB Diploma, except under the conditions 
stipulated in articles 18 and 19 of these regulations.

13.2 The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate provided all the following requirements have been 
met.

a. CAS requirements have been met.

b. 
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Article 15: Enquiry upon results
15.1 A candidate’s assessment material may be re-marked, returned to the school (in electronic format 

or as a photocopy) and/or subject to re-moderation (for internal assessment) as part of the enquiry 
upon results service, the details and fees for which are specified in the handbook. The categories and 
conditions of this service are subject to change and therefore are in accordance with the details given 
in the handbook for the examination session concerned. All enquiries upon results must be submitted 
by the school on behalf of the candidate.

15.2 Re-marking a candidate’s assessment material may lead to a higher or a lower grade for the subject. 
Therefore, before submitting a request for an enquiry upon results service that may result in a change 
of grade, the school must obtain the written consent of the candidate or his or her legal guardian 
ensuring that the candidate and/or the legal guardian are aware that the grade may go up or down.

15.3 If the school’s DP coordinator believes the process leading to the grade upon re-marking or re-
moderation did not respect the procedures defined in these general regulations and/or the handbook, 
the coordinator may request, on behalf of the candidate, a report on the re-mark. Before requesting a 
report the school must obtain the consent of the candidate(s) or his or her legal guardian(s).

15.4 Beyond the enquiry upon results service, the coordinator may not request a subsequent re-marking of 
work or a further moderation of marks for internal assessment. However, the candidate is entitled to 
submit an appeal under the conditions defined in article 22.
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17.4 If a candidate needs inclusive assessment arrangements, the DP coordinator must make such 
arrangements and, where appropriate, request authorization for inclusive assessment arrangements 
from the IB according to procedures stated in the handbook.

17.5 If the inclusive assessment arrangements authorized by the IB are considered inappropriate for a 
candidate by a school, a candidate or the candidate’s legal guardian(s), the DP coordinator may 
request a re-evaluation of the candidate’s needs to decide whether the authorized arrangements 
are appropriate. A first re-evaluation of the arrangements will be undertaken by the IB staff who 
authorized the arrangements. If the first re-evaluation does not then meet with agreement from the 
school, a second re-evaluation will be undertaken jointly by persons with appropriate qualifications, 
one who is an IB employee not involved in the original decision and one who is not an employee of 
the IB. No further re-evaluations are possible after the second re-evaluation. The IB must receive any 
re-evaluation request from the DP coordinator within one month of the coordinator having received 
initial confirmation of the authorized inclusive assessment arrangements or the result of the first  
re-evaluation request, as appropriate.

17.6 If a candidate is granted inclusive assessment arrangements, candidates and/or their legal guardian(s) 
are not entitled to claim that they are affected by adverse circumstances in the event that assessment 
results following such arrangements are not at levels desired and/or anticipated by candidates. 
The authorization of inclusive assessment arrangements is the sole accommodation by the IB for 
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Article 19: Candidates with incomplete assessment
19.1 “Incomplete assessment” means that a candidate has not submitted one or more components of the 

assessment requirements in a subject.

19.2 Any application for special consideration in cases of incomplete assessment must be submitted to the 
IB by the school’s DP coordinator on behalf of the candidate. The application must be received within 
10 calendar days of the completion of the final assessment component of the subject concerned and 
must be supported by a statement written by the DP coordinator as well as by appropriate evidence.

19.3 In cases of incomplete assessment in a subject, the IB may, at its discretion, award a grade for the 
subject if both of the following circumstances are established.

a. An acceptable reason is provided by the school for the incomplete assessment being beyond the 
candidate’s control, such as illness or injury, the death or funeral of a close relative, unavoidable 
attendance at a hospital or court of law.

b. The candidate has submitted sufficient work, leading to at least 50 per cent of the total marks 
available in that subject and including an externally assessed component.

19.4 If both of the foregoing conditions are fulfilled, marks for the missing component will be calculated 
using an established procedure and based on the candidate’s marks for completed components 
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Article 21: Investigating cases of suspected academic misconduct
21.1 If questions arise about the authenticity of a candidate’s work before submission for assessment, 




